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WHAT’S UP!!! 

 
THE MDARNG EDUCATION 

OFFICE WILL HOST THE 2009 
MDNG COLLEGE EXPO 

 
APRIL 25, 2009 

FIFTH REGIMENT ARMORY 
1100-1800 

 
IN ATTENDANCE WILL BE 

VARIOUS STATE, PRIVATE, AND 
ONLINE INSTITUTIONS OF 

HIGHER LEARNING. 
 

ENTERTAINMENT WILL 
INCLUDE THE MDARNG ROCK 
WALL, DIGITAL HUMVEE, AND 

THE MDNG ROCK AND JAZZ 
BAND. 

 
BRING THE FAMILY AND 

ENJOY THE FUN! 
 

POC is 1LT Kurt Rauschenberg 
 

MD STATE EDUCATION 
SERVICES OFFICER 

 
Soldiers using Federal 
Tuition Assistance (FTA) are 
reminded to send in grades 
within 30 days of course 
completion.  Maryland 
currently has 241 Soldiers 
who owe grades from last 
fiscal year.  These grades 
are 90+ days late.  Failure 
to submit grades will result 
in future FTA requests being 
denied and collection 
actions initiated.   
 
Soldiers are reminded that 
when they extend for 6 yrs 
in an MTO&E unit, that they 
can also execute a Student 
Loan Repayment Program 

(SLRP) addendum.  The 
program pays $50,000.00 
towards existing federal 
student loans.  The loan 
must be in good standing 
upon enlistment/extension 
and be kept in good standing 
for the entire 6 yrs of the 
enlistment/extension.  
Soldiers must be MOSQ upon 
enlistment, must be in and 
remain in an MTO&E unit and 
have never received the SLRP 
previously. 
 
~BRIAN K. ZDUNOWSKI 
 CPT, IN, MDARNG 
 Education Services Officer 
 
 
 
 
 

EDUCATION SERVICES 
SPECIALIST 

 
Our new web site is up and 
running with many new 
developments to come.  You 
can locate the site at 
http://www.md.ngb.army.mil/X
HTML/Home/Education/Educatio
n.html.  Soldiers wanting to 
know their personal status 
for any benefit, incentive, 
or entitlement are reminded 
to continue using the 
Soldier Inquiry Request Form 
located on the home page of 
www.educationarmory.com.  
   
~1LT Kurt Rauschenberg 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SSG MARGARET A. COOK 

SIDPERS OPERATOR AVN BDE 
 
SSG Margaret Cook was 
presented with a plaque for 
her dedication and support 
to the Education and 
Incentives Office on 19 
March 2009.  SSG Cook is a 
very reliable and dependable 
SIDPERs Representative.  Her 
turn around time is 
impeccable, RCAS is always 
updated within 48 hours of 
any request.  She forwards 
all new records to the 
MDBONUS account in outlook 
as she loads the new 
Soldiers into SIDPERs, which 
has a tremendous affect on 
the Soldier's bonus payment 
and bonus timeliness report. 
 
"I am a SIDPERS Analyst and 
it is my duty to take care 
of Soldiers in a timely & 
professional manner in order 
to better their military 
careers.  I always strive to 
do my best & am proud to 
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assist Soldiers to the best 
of my ability".  
~SSG Margaret Cook 

 
 

Percent of People 25 Years and 
Over Who Have Completed a 

Bachelor's Degree: 2007 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Maryland equates to 34.7% of people 
25 years and over who have 

completed a Bachelor’s Degree 
 

United States: Estimate: 27 Percent, 
Margin of Error: +/-0.1 Percent 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2007 
American Community Survey 

  
Education Stats for MDNG: 
 
Army: 
612/4971 = 12.3% with some 
college, but no AA or BA/BS 
999/4971 = 20.0% with BA/BS 
207/4971 = 4.2% > BA/BS 
1206/4971 = 24.2% >= BA/BS 
 
Air: 
947/1598 = 59.3% with some 
college, but no AA or BS 
210/1598 = 13.1% with BA/BS 
92/1598 = 5.7% > BA/BS 
302/1598 = 18.9% >= BA/BS 
 
Maryland and Surrounding 
States BA/BS or higher in 25 

yr or older population 
(2005-2007 US Census): 
MD: 34.7% +/-0.2% 
DE: 26.6% +/-0.6% 
VA: 32.9% +/-0.2% 
PA: 25.6% +/-0.1% 
WV: 16.9% +/-0.3% 
NJ: 33.7% +/-0.2% 
 
The US Census 2005-2007 
reports that MD is one of 
only 6 states, in the 25 yr 
or older population, in 
country greater than 33.7% 
BA/BS attainment. 
 
MDARNG EDUCATION FACTS: 

 
Federal Tuition Assistance: 
$250.00 per semester hour 
$166.00 per quarter hour 
$16.00 per clock hour 
$4,500 per fiscal year 
 
Apply at www.virtualarmory.com 
-Click “Education” Tab 
-Click “Online Application” Tab 
-Click “Federal Tuition Assistance”  
-Log in with AKO username and 
password 
 
State Tuition Assistance: 
State Tuition Waiver-reduces the 
upfront cost of your tuition cost. 
 
Locate the waiver letter at 
www.educationarmory.com  
-Click “My State Benefits” Tab 
-Read about the STW 
-Click the link at the bottom to 
generate the Waiver Letter 
 
State Tuition Assistance 
Reimbursement-gives back up to 50% 
of any out of pocket tuition expenses. 
 
Location the STAR Form at 
www.educationarmory.com 
-Click “My State Benefits” Tab 
-Read about the STAR Program 
-Click the link at the bottom to 
generate the STAR Form 
 
GI Bill: 
Refer to www.gibill.va.gov to review the 
various programs and criteria for eligibility.  

Also refer to www.educationarmory.com 
for GI Bill information or contact 1LT Kurt 
Rauschenberg for assistance. 

TESTING INFORMATION 
 

Upcoming testing dates are: 
Fifth Reg. Armory 
Apr 9, Apr 23, May 7, May 21. 
AFCT  
0730  
AFAST 
1300 
-POC is 1LT Rauschenberg or SSG 
Schumacher 
 
Annapolis Armory 
Apr 10, May 8. 
AFAST 
0730 
AFCT 
1130 
-POC is CPT Zdunowski 
 
Please make sure you are prepared for 
the AFCT or AFAST prior to taking 
the exam.  Visit 
www.educationarmory.com for more 
information. 
 

AFCT PREP INFORMATION 
 

Upcoming Test Prep dates are: 
 
Fifth Regt. Armory 
Date: Apr 9, Apr 16 
Time: 1700-2100 

 
Annapolis Armory 
TBD 

 
To get started, contact PV2 Jonathon 
Albrecht to schedule.  He will e-mail 
you a pre-test for you to have 
completed prior to your first session.  
CPT Zdunowski will help you to 
obtain that line score you are striving to 
achieve. 
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SELF DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES: 

 
Army e-Learning Program –  
https://www.us.army.mil/suite/porta
l/index.jsp  
 
Army Correspondence Course 
Program - 
http://www.atsc.army.mil/accp/aipd
new.asp  
 
Army Medical Research Institute 
of Chemical Defense 
https://ccc.apgea.army.mil/default.h
tm  
 
Army Reserve Virtual University 
https://port1.dcmsnet.org/dcmsvc/d
efault.asp  
 
Combat Readiness University –  
https://crc.learn.army.mil/webapps/
portal/frameset.jsp  
 
DANTES Distance Learning –  
http://www.dantes.doded.mil/Dante
s_web/DANTESHOME.asp  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EDUCATION RELATED 
WEBSITES: 

 
EDUCATION SERVICES STAFF 

REPRESENTATIVES:  
MDARNG Education Website –   
www.educationarmory.com  CPT Brian Zdunowski 

~Education and Incentives Services 
Officer 

 
Virtual Armory –  

Brian.zdunowski@us.army.mil  www.virtualarmory.com  
  
1LT Kurt Rauschenberg Department of Veterans Affairs 

Website –  ~Education Services Specialist/GI 
Bill/Counseling/Testing www.gibill.va.gov   
Kurt.rauschenberg@us.army.mil   
 Veterans of the Iraq and 

Afghanistan Scholarship 
Program   

SPC Lakia Jackson 
~Federal Tuition Assistance 
Lakia.jackson@us.army.mil  http://www.mhec.state.md.us/financ

ialAid/ProgramDescriptions/prog_v
aic.asp 

 
Mr. Ben Davis 
~State Tuition Assistance  
Benjamin.davisiii@us.army.mil  National Guard Association of 

MD –   
PV2 Jonathan Albrecht http://www.ngam.net 
~Education Services Assistant  
jonathan.albrecht@us.army.mil Scholarships for Military 

Children –   
 http://www.militaryscholar.org/  

  
 National Military Family 

Association –  
http://www.nmfa.org/site/PageServ
er 
 
Thanks USA –  
http://www.thanksusa.org/main/ind
ex.html 
 
Heratio Alger Association –  
http://www.horatioalger.org/ 
 
Fisher House –  
http://www.fisherhouse.org/ 
 
Homefront America – 
http://www.homefrontamerica.org/ 
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